CHOPIN DESCRIBED
His appearance was so harmonious that it seemed to
call for no comment. His blue eyes were humorous rather
than dreamy; his smile was sweet and subtle, never sour.
The subtility and transparence of his colouring attracted
the eye* his fair hair was silky, the curve of his nose was
expressively accentuated, his limbs were frail, he was not
tall. His gestures were graceful and many; the tone of his
voice was somewhat muted, often suppressed almost to a
whisper. He had so distinguished an air and his manners
displayed such perfect breeding that instinctively one
treated him as an aristocrat. His whole appearance in
fact made one think of the convolvulus that swings its
exquisitely coloured cups, of a texture so delicate that
the least touch will tear them, on stalks of an incredible
fineness.
In company he had the equability of those who are care-
free because they are distracted by no ulterior object. He
was habitually cheerful; his caustic mind rapidly ex-
tracted the ridiculous from points far beneath the surface
on which it appears to the average intelligence. In
mimicry he displayed a spirited drollery which seemed to
be inexhaustible. He enjoyed making comic improvisations
in which he reproduced the musical formulas and par-
ticular mannerisms of certain virtuosos, aping their ges-
tures and movements, and the expression of their faces
with a dexterity that provided in a flash a comment on
their whole personalities. At such times his features be-
came unrecognizable, so extraordinary were the changes
he produced in them. But even while imitating the ugly
and grotesque, he never lost his native grace; even grim-
aces never succeeded in making him ugly. His gaiety was
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